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calling him by it, said: “You hold in your hand, the hand of a
friend and brother”—when the whole party advanced, and
shook hands with me.

Seeing their village at about a quarter of a mile back on
the plain, I asked to be allowed to go there, that I might
shake hands with the squaws and papooses, and make them
some presents. We marched to the village. A buffalo robe
was spread out for me to sit upon, the calumet lighted, and we
smoked—I, according to my custom, (for I never smoke) blow-
ing the smoke out of the bowl of the pipe, like a steam-engine.
T was never suspected of not relishing this great luxury, the
prized, and cherished, and enjoyed alike by savage and civil-
ized man. This ceremony over, I directed Ben to cut up the
twists of tobacco into smaller portions, and divide it among the
men. Ben was so much relieved of his terrors, as to be spe-
cially prompt, on this occasion, and he so employed his eye in
counting, and his judgment in cutting up the tobacco, as to
make it hold out exactly; for this I gave him great commenda-
tion. The distribution of the tobacco having been made, and
to the high gratification of this tobacco-loving people, 1 pro-
ceeded to distribute the jewelry, consisting of finger-rings,
made of cheap metals set with variously colored glass, and ear-
bobs, &e. These I threw by the handful, on the ground, which
produced an excitement, and a display of muscular dexterity
which told well for the activity of these at other times, indo-
lent-looking squaws. The scene was a literal scramble, and it
was carried on with the energies of the prize-fighter, and
amidst expressions of mingled joy and surprise, that made the
affair quite a circumstance in the lives of these poor destitute
people. I was happy myself, in seeing them so.

After an hour spent in these ceremonies, I told the chief 1
was short of hands, and wanted two of his braves to accom-
psny me to Prairie Du Chien. He shook his head, and said,
“Sac and Fox Indians kill them.” Never, I assured him,
while they were with me; and that I would promise they
should come home in safety, laden with presents. He assented,
when there was a general rush of young men as volunteers.



